
  October 24th at 7pm in the Library - Elm Street PTO 

Attendees: 

Allison Lynn, Cathy Perault, Mike Fredericksen, Sheila Marcoux, Ann-Marie Williams, Jennifer 

Hall, Kim Bull, Lori Gilcreast, Kelly Gauthier. 

Topics: 

-Discussed Magazine Fund Raiser Status with success conveyed in reaching just over $8,000 in 

sales, thus approximately $3,200.00 in proceeds after consideration of prize and BMX Show 

invoices.  Two (2) BMX Shows were offered (during the last two periods of the day) to the 

student community (half the school at a time) on Monday, October 21st.   The BMX Show was 

also advertised by Mr. Fredericksen to be attended by students following the “INL Plan”; 

students who did not demonstrate good behavior or staying on track with academics, were not 

allowed to attend. 

-Suggestion was made that we look towards hosting a different school-wide fund raiser next 

year, instead of magazines, which is getting “stale” with parents.  A suggestion was made to 

look at Yankee Candle or other options. 

-Principals Report:  Mike Fredericksen offered two staff liaisons with Ms. Sheila Marcoux (who 

was in attendance) and Mr. Brad Schott.  Staff members can take information back to the 

faculty meetings.  Mike advised that he can use BlackBoard to help communicate important 

information, such as eNews subscribing, special events, etc.  We talked about Rachel’s 

Challenge and how the atmosphere in the building was much improved afterward.  Kids 

responded favorably.  The follow-up that the Guidance Dept did was a very powerful part of 

that. 

-We still have $474.84 in an Expendable Trust Account left over from Meat Raffle hosted last 

fall, in support of Rachel’s Challenge.  Cathy Perault reported that getting a checking account is 

proving to be difficult because of non-profit classification with By-Laws that need to be 

submitted and fees that may be imposed if we don’t meet certain conditions.  Cathy advised 

that we now have a check that we could use to the open account; we didn’t before, and would 

have had to use the funds in the Expendable Account.  A check was received in the amount of 

$632.40 from Great American Opportunities (magazine vendor) for online group profit due. 

-Dances have been organized successfully, have been fun and are well attended during the 3-5 

p.m. offerings, one Friday per month in both September and October.  There will be another 

dance scheduled in November, 3-5 p.m.  Eventually, Mr. Fredericksen will consider offering an 



evening dance on a Friday, but concern stems for the safety of the children leaving the dance at 

a late hour and the additional expenditure of hiring a police officer will cut into proceeds. 

-School store – Its open and start-up is going well.  Cathy asked Amy Masseur to get sugar-free 

mints and tic-tacs, which Mr. Fredericksen believed should be allowed, but no gum.  NE Ice 

Cream is a good dry goods vendor.  Allison Lynn continues to take care of spirit wear and Amy 

Masseur is ordering general merchandise.  Spirit Wear forms were distributed via email to all 

families and have them available in the Main Office so we can do an initial order that is decent 

size.  Sheila Marcoux also showed the group that the Form is available as a PDF on the school 

website in the School Store section.  We also discussed opening the school store for 

conferences.  Cathy will see about getting a volunteer or two.  Lori Gilcreast asked what the 

maximum grams of sugar content that would be allowed for product sold in the school store.  

No one knew the answer, but Cathy Perault offered to find out. 

-PTO Communication:  We’re trying to increase membership with increased communication via 

Facebook, through the newsletter and emails.  Lori Gilcreast offered to take on Facebook 

representation, stating that we truly need a “group page” that would help to facilitate parent 

involvement with a private page so that we can communicate freely.   

-Future PTO Meetings:  Ann-Marie Williams offered dates for meetings throughout the rest of 

the school year.  Dates are various, not always falling on a Thursday, to help accommodate the 

parents who cannot attend on that evening.  These will be posted on the website.  Cathy 

Perault said that Christy Bender also offered to host a morning coffee sessions with parents 

who can’t easily attend an evening session, to bridge the communication gap and help to 

facilitate that parent group involvement. 

-Restaurant Benefit Nights:  Uno’s Chicago Grill on DW Highway South is hosting a night for us 

on Tuesday, Oct. 29th.  It’s short notice, but we’re getting the word out as best we can.  You can 

show up any time of the day and place your take-out or dine-in order and mention proceeds to 

Elm Street Middle School with the reference to the coupon.  Ann-Marie is considering the 

monthly restaurant nights and will plan those as soon as possible, for instance, Applebee’s 

perhaps in November. 

-Food Panty:  “Elm to Elm – Supporting Our Students” is the theme/logo.  This is being 

facilitated by Megan Mahoney the School Social Worker in collaboration with the school nurses 

and Cathy Perault, Ann-Marie Williams, and a past faculty member with years of experience 

doing the same.  Megan has experience with a backpack program with her past school in New 

Jersey.  She will kick-off with requests for non-perishable goods Nov. 4th – Dec. 4th, and is sure 

that classrooms and/or teams will have success coming up with plans or contests to bring in 

more items.  Ann-Marie has generously offered to work with her clients at Curves of Nashua, to 



donate backpacks for the program; twelve (12) are expected on Nov. 1st Ann-Marie was also 

going to inquire with Staples. 

-Someone mentioned that another great incentive program for teachers to consider for their 

students is the UNO’s Free Pizza program.  There are student and teacher discount cards, so 

perhaps the Students of the Month could get awarded these, for instance. 

- - The next PTO meeting is Tuesday, Nov. 19th from 7-8 in the library.   

 

Submitted by Allison Lynn, Secretary 

 


